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Every organization exists for a reason.  At our church, we like to say we exist to 
connect people to their ultimate purpose in life in Jesus Christ.  Genesis 1:26-27 and 
Matthew 5:16 are pivotal passages of Scripture which serve as a basis for our purpose.  
To fulfill our purpose as a church, we engage in four priorities — worship, fellowship, 
discipleship, and ministry.  The early church was continually devoted to such activities 
(Acts 2:42).   Along with our stated purpose and priorities, we have identified nine 
processes which we must manage in order to ensure that our church is effective and 
efficient in all it does.  These processes include buildings, budget, by-laws, promotion, 
assimilation, prayer, care, evangelism, safety, and missions.  

	 In what follows, I would like to focus on one of the aforementioned processes.  
In particular, I would like to discuss stewardship.  The topic is concerned with giving 
and generosity within the church.  Jesus spoke on the subject.  He once shared a 
parable known as “the Parable of the Dishonest Manager.”  In it, He called His disciples 
to be wise and faithful in how they used worldly wealth.  He told the story of one who 
acted “shrewdly” in handling earthly resources (Luke 16:8).  The character in the story 
was held up as an example for Christ followers (Luke 16:11).  The conclusion of Jesus’ 
parable was simple — disciples are to be on guard concerning how they handled 
money and material things.  They are to leverage their resources for the kingdom of 
Christ.  Jesus said, “No servant can serve two masters, since either he will hate one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve both God and money” (Luke 16:13). 

	 Our Lord’s teaching has meaning for us.  We are to be careful with how we 
manage our earthly resources.  The Bible calls us to be good stewards.  If our 
relationship to cash isn’t right, our relationship with Christ will likely suffer.

	 These things have implications for how we interact with our relationship to the 
place of worship.  Since the church is God’s means of spreading the gospel throughout 
the world, it is to be the focus of much of our stewardship.  When it comes to 
charitable contributions, the local gathering place of God’s people should be a priority.  

	 In what follows, I want to speak on the subject of stewardship. To be a 
meaningful part of the body of Christ, it is important for you to understand your role as 
a financial steward within the church.  There is clear Scriptural teaching that reveals 
God’s people should be givers to the work of missionaries, ministries, and ministers.  
Let’s examine such teaching by talking about three topics — why we should give, why 
we don’t give, and what we should give. 


WHY WE SHOULD GIVE 
Giving is a controversial subject amongst 21st century American believers.  Many are 
shy to talk about the subject.  This is ironic, considering the prosperity of the Western 
world.  By traveling abroad, one quickly learns that the United States is an island of 



plenty in a world of need.  Why do so many shun sermons on stewardship and 
messages about money?  Why are some preachers timid to broach such subjects?  

	 For the majority, it should be noted that financial matters are simply tough to talk 
about.  Because the topic is a personal one, many feel uncomfortable discussing it.  
When I worked in the restaurant industry, I once had a manager who didn’t allow 
employees to talk about politics or religion at work.  His rationale was that such things 
were too controversial for work place conversation.  To his list, one could add the topic 
of money.  How we handle our resources is a sensitive subject because it reveals much 
about who we are personally.

	 In addition to these things, many don’t like talk concerning tithing because they 
have an inordinate affection for money.  When mention is made of the matter, they 
shrink back in resistance because of inward conviction.  Whether consciously or 
subconsciously, they are aware of their failure in the area of finances.  There is a war 
within their heart concerning wealth.  They secretly love gold and gain too much.  
Consequently, they are uncomfortable with talk concerning giving or generosity.

	 More than once, I have heard expressions of disfavor for talk about money in the 
church.  When I first started preaching, an aged church member once told me, “Son, 
you shouldn’t talk about giving or money.  Just preach God’s Word!”  I respect the man 
who shared this input, but he failed to see his faulty logic.  In preaching the Bible, one 
will naturally preach about giving, since the Bible is replete with instructions concerning 
the issue.  It has oft been noted that Jesus mentioned the subject more than He 
mentioned the topics of heaven and hell.  Why did Jesus Himself preach on giving so 
much?  Let’s consider two reasons.


Your relationship to money says a lot about your relationship to the Lord. 
Jesus taught that one’s entire spiritual life is reflected by his or her level of generosity.  
In His quintessential sermon, “The Sermon on the Mount,” He told His disciples, “Don’t 
collect for yourselves treasures on earth” (Matthew 6:19).  Jesus’ words weren’t 
intended to be taken as an instruction for believers to participate in a vow of poverty.  
Instead, they were meant as a warning.  Christ followers should avoid making money 
the main thing in life. 

	 Since the Garden of Eden, Satan has tempted humanity with the prospect of 
earthly gain.  He made Eve lust over forbidden fruit.  Scripture says she “…saw that the 
tree was…delightful to look at” (Genesis 3:6).  Satan attempted to lure her heart away 
from God with what the Bible calls “the lust of the eyes” (1 John 2:16).  He used the 
same tactic when tempting the ancient kings of Israel (Deuteronomy 17:17).  He also 
used it when tempting Jesus in the wilderness (Matthew 4:9). 

	  Satan’s worn out strategies haven’t changed.  He regularly works to ensnare us 
with an unhealthy love for money and material things.  Though the ancient Israelites 
worshipped a golden calf (Deuteronomy 32:4), God’s people nowadays often bow 
before golden idols of another sort.  Money sits on the thrones of many hearts.

	 It is for these reasons that Jesus said, “Don’t collect for yourself treasure on 
earth.”  And He gave the rationale behind His command a few verses later.  He said, 
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).  According to 
our Lord, money matters are a matter of the heart.  One’s disposition towards material 
wealth says a lot about his or her spiritual state.  Through their attitudes and actions, 



materialistic people reveal that they don’t have a high regard for Jesus.  They invest 
more in worldly wealth than godly wealth for a reason.  The material world is what’s 
most important, so they don’t invest much in the kingdom of God.


Money can’t make you truly happy. 
Your approach towards money doesn’t just reveal the condition of your heart, it can 
also be a means of directing your heart.  In the book of Acts, Jesus was quoted as 
saying, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).  Interestingly, those 
words were shared by the apostle Paul in a farewell speech he gave to Ephesians 
believers.  The apostle knew false teachers were going to invade the church after his 
departure.  As with many heretics, the teachers would place an unhealthy emphasis on 
prosperity.

	 Paul wanted the believers at Ephesus to be on guard.  If they didn’t stand on 
guard against materialistic greed, they would easily be swept away with man-centered 
doctrines concerning prosperity.  Instead of seeking fulfillment in riches, the Ephesians 
needed to seek after the blessing available through giving.  

	 The word rendered “blessed” in Acts 20:35 was a significant one.  It referred to 
the type of happiness Christians experience in the Lord.  Instead of signifying a 
superficial happiness found through mundane, material things on Earth, the word 
depicted a deep, abiding, spiritual happiness generated by the life of God in one’s soul.  
Jesus famously used the Greek term for “blessed” on numerous occasions with in His 
Sermon on the Mount, saying things like, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for the 
kingdom of heaven is theirs” (Matthew 5:3).  According to both Jesus and Paul, true 
happiness and riches are found through Christ, not cash.  Money and material things 
can never fill the hole in the human heart.  To be truly happy, to have real joy, one must 
first seek spiritual contentment in Christ.

	 Recent surveys indicate that the average church member gives less than 3% to 
gospel ministry.  If those numbers are true, many are missing out on the joy Jesus 
promises.  Faithful givers know that generosity is a means of great blessing.	 One 
has commented.


Among the children of this world he is thought the greatest man who has most land, 
mosts money, most servants, most rank, and most earthly power: among the 
children of God he is reckoned the greatest who does most to promote the spiritual 
and temporal happiness of his fellow-creatures.  True greatness consists, not in 
receiving, but in giving, --not in selfish absorption of good things but in imparting 
good to others--not in being served but in serving, --not in sitting still, and being 
ministered to, but in going about and ministering to others.  
1

WHY WE DON’T GIVE 
Christians are called to be cheerful givers.  In urging believers in Corinth to be 
generous with tithes and offerings, Paul said, “Each person should do as he has 
decided in his heart—not reluctantly or out of compulsion, since God loves a cheerful 
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giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). From the apostle’s words, we see that collections of money 
for ministry were common in the first-century church.  Christians should regularly give 
of their time, talents and treasures to the Kingdom of God. 

	 On top of Bible witness concerning tithes and offerings, giving is 
commonsensical because of the way we have been made.  As beings created in the 
image of God (Genesis 1:26-27), we are hardwired to be charitable. God is a generous 
God (John 3:16), so we should be too.  I once had a pastor who liked to say, “We are 
never more like Jesus than when we give.”  God is a giver, so it stands to reason that 
His people should be giving.  Those who horde all of their possessions for themselves 
deny the way they have been made.  They rebel against the Creator’s design.  Since 
we are made to be like God, we should be generous.

	 The New Testament instructs us in this matter.  It says we are to “…do what is 
good, to be rich in good works, to be generous, willing to share” (1 Timothy 6:18).   
Despite the Bible’s teaching, many Christians fail in the matter.  They never discover 
the joy of Christian giving.  All the while, missionaries and ministries lack needed 
funding.  The advance of the gospel stalls and the church weakens.  Considering the 
negative consequences associated with a lack of generosity, why do some Christians 
persist in a stingy state?  Let’s examine three reasons why Christians don’t give.


Lack of Faith 

When my wife and I prepared to marry, we assembled a household budget.  Our tithes 
and offerings were the first items on our list.  For me, it was the first time I was super-
serious about giving to my church.  I remember a discussion I had with my father-in-
law during that time.  I shared how nervous I was about tithing.  Would my wife and I 
really be able to stick to our commitment?

	 My father-in-law shared some thoughts he had on the subject.  He said he 
believed he knew why many people didn’t give.  For him, failures in generosity were 
rooted in a lack of faith.  Most don’t give because they don’t trust God.  They are 
scared that the Lord won’t meet their needs, or they fear they might miss out on 
something — the new car, the nice vacation, or the big purchase.  In the end, such 
apprehension is rooted in a lack of faith.  Many don’t give because they don’t believe 
God.  They don’t trust that He will provide for their needs and bless their faithfulness.

	 A vast number own a Bible and attend religious gatherings on a regular basis, 
but  they don’t really believe Scripture’s instructions concerning giving.  They are willing 
to trust God with their eternal destiny, but they are scared He can’t keep them safe 
financially.  They cling to cash, finding it hard to heed God’s Word.  

	 What can be done when we find ourselves in a faithless state?  It is worth noting 
that faith is something that can grow in our lives.  The Bible indeed teaches that faith is 
involved in the initial forays of salvation (Ephesians 2:8), but it also reveals that the 
entirety of the Christian life is to be marked by faith.  Romans 1:17 says, “The righteous 
will live by faith.”  An abiding trust in God is to mark our walk with God.

	 How can we grow in such trust?  Scripture provides some clues.  A story in 
Mark’s gospel reveals that prayer is a key.  When a broken father requested healing of 
his son, he implored Jesus, asking, “I do believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24).  If you 
realize you have weak faith when it comes to finances, ask God to help you.  He will 
hear your prayer and move by His Spirit to strengthen your trust.




	 In addition to prayer, Scripture reading and studying can help. The Bible says, 
“So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the message 
about Christ” (Romans 10:17).  In pondering the principles of God’s Word, God’s 
people are enlightened and educated concerning generosity.  In surveying the stories 
of Scripture, they are strengthened to trust God.  If you have trust issues with finances, 
look to God’s Word.  His truth can renew your mind and strengthen your faith in the 
Lord.


Lack of Love  
Love for God is the most important of all of God’s commands (Deuteronomy 6:5; 
Matthew 22:37-40).  Scripture says, “Now these three remain: faith, hope, and love—
but the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13). When something is off in our 
lives spiritually, we can always trace the problem back to our love for the Lord.  Jesus 
said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commands” (John 14:15).  Obedience to 
Christ’s precepts is natural for those who are truly devoted to Him.  Disobedience 
reveals a lack of love.  

	 These principles hold true for giving.  Despite their arguments to the contrary, 
those who don’t give are deficient in their love towards the Lord.  They withhold their 
monetary resources from the church because they have greater aspirations for other 
things.  Caught in the classic battle between a love for the world (1 John 2:16-17) and a 
love for the Lord (Matthew 22:37-40), they fall prey to earthly desires.  Their life 
priorities and budget tell the true story concerning what’s important in their lives.  
Because their passions orbit around material passions most of all, they have room for 
the kingdom of Christ in their budget or bank accounts.  	 

	 All of these things reveal that the heart of the matter in Christian giving is really a 
matter of the heart.  When one withholds his or her money and material things from the 
Lord, one reveals a heart problem.  Idolatry, the act of cherishing something or 
someone above the Lord, keeps many from being generous.  One has said, “Wealth is 
often an idol and can be devastating to true Christian contentment.” 
2

	 When we find ourselves in such a state, we must do the hard work of redirecting 
our hearts towards the Lord.  Through personal worship and stewardship, we can lead 
ourselves to love the Lord more.  Scripture says, “But seek first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you” (Matthew 6:33).  It 
also says, “Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God” 
(Romans 12:2). 


Lack of Knowledge  
While a lack of faith and love are certainly prime reasons for a lack of giving among 
many, others are delinquent because of a lack of knowledge.  As a pastor, I have heard 
many opinions on the subject of money and material things. Oftentimes, much of what 
I hear isn’t grounded in Scripture.  Many within the modern church are like the people 
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of whom Hosea prophesied.  During his day, he said, “My people are destroyed for lack 
of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6).

	 If we pursue knowledge from God’s Word, we will find plenty of information to 
guide us.  A cursory reading of Scripture reveals that giving and generosity are prime 
components of a godly life.  Furthermore, study of Scripture provides details of how we 
should go about giving and supporting the work of ministry.  I say all of this to say that 
many need to be educated from God’s Word on these matters.  The principles of the 
Bible cannot be reversed.  God’s Law cannot be undone.  He desires for His people to 
honor Him with their wealth by giving a first portion to His Kingdom causes (Proverbs 
3:9).  

	 If you are hesitant in regard to stewardship, take time to learn.  Study God’s 
Word.  See what He says about this subject.  Personally, I had to learn what the Bible 
said before I was convinced I needed to be a systematic giver.  Maybe you are in a 
similar state.  Pursue the pages of Scripture and you will learn a lot about how to 
handle your finances and possessions.


WHAT WE SHOULD GIVE 
When it comes to the issue of Christian stewardship, debates swirl concerning the 
exact amount that one should give.  Many opt for a strict “tithe,” preaching that the 
truly devoted will give 10% of their income.  Some espouse a “free-will” approach, 
believing that believers should only give as they are spiritually compelled to do so.  
Others maintain that giving is irrelevant and unnecessary in the age of grace, keeping 
nearly all of their earnings for themselves.  

	 In considering this matter, believers should consult God’s Word.  It has the 
authority and ability to give illumination for all issues related to faith and practice 
(Psalm 119:160 and John 17:17).  When we honestly consider the pages of Scripture, 
we find three simple ideas that can guide giving and generosity to the local church.  
Let’s look at them


Christians should be givers. 

One cannot be honest with Scripture while denying God’s will concerning giving.  The 
New Testament is chock-full of instruction in this area.  Jesus said “Give, and it will be 
given to you” (Luke 6:38).  He also said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” 
(Acts 20:35).  The apostle Paul agreed with Jesus’ instruction, as he regularly 
encouraged believers to be generous with their income.  Consider New Testament 
passages like 1 Corinthians 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8:1-7; and Philippians 4:10-20.  From 
studying them, you will find there was a pattern, practice, and precedent of giving 
within the earliest Christian congregations.  Even when they were poor and destitute (2 
Corinthians 8:2), some made charitable contributions a priority. 


The Law of Love teaches us to give.  
There is no explicit command concerning the tithe in the New Testament.  Within the 
New Testament age, believers aren’t mandated to live by the Law of Moses.  Christ 
fulfilled all of the righteous requirements of the law on behalf of His people (Matthew 
5:17).  There is now only one law that must be followed — the Law of Love (Matthew 



22:37-40).  James called it “The Royal Law” (James 2:8).  The command to love God 
and others is the single axiom by which Christians are to live.  

	 But does this Law of Love diminish the importance of Christian giving?  Not 
hardly.  Even in giving His Great Commandment, Jesus indicated that love for God and 
others will lead us to embrace certain behaviors.  He said, “All the Law and the 
Prophets depend on these two commands” (Matthew 22:40).  What did Jesus mean?  
He meant to convey that a true love for God and others will lead one to naturally do all 
that is expressed in God’s Moral Law.

	 The “Law” and the “Prophets” constituted two main divisions of the Hebrew 
Scriptures.  Within such writings, the moral decrees of God were perfectly expressed.  
Such moral decrees were based on the moral character of God Himself.  The Ten 
Commandments gave a broad synopsis of such law (Exodus 20:1-17).  Interestingly, 
half of those commandments dealt with one’s relationship to God (Exodus 20:1-11).  
The other half focused on one’s relationship to others (Exodus 20:12-17).  God’s Moral 
Law is concerned with a regard for God and others.

	 Paul taught that this form of God’s Law is indelibly engraved within the psyche 
of humans at birth.  He said, “So, when Gentiles, who do not by nature have the law, 
do what the law demands, they are a law to themselves even though they do not have 
the law.  They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts. Their 
consciences confirm this. Their competing thoughts either accuse or even excuse 
them” (Romans 2:14-15).  All of humanity is created to live according to the character 
of God (Genesis 1:26-27); thus, God placed a law concerning His character within the 
heart and soul of every man and woman.  Though many suppress God’s Law via willful 
sin and hardened consciences (Romans 1:24-27), His law exists nonetheless.

	 What does all of this teach us about Christian giving?  While there is no explicit 
teaching concerning the tithe in the New Testament, Christ’s Law of Love reveals that 
we should be generous.  The command to love God and love others, calls us to fulfill 
the principles of God’s Moral Law that were revealed in “the Law and the Prophets” 
(Matthew 22:40).  Modern Christians who dismiss all Scriptural obligations because of 
hollow notions of “loving God” are misguided.  If giving a tenth was a standard protocol 
for people like Abraham who existed before the time of Moses (Genesis 14:20), 
shouldn’t giving at least a tenth be a priority for us who live in a time of great grace and 
love?

	 

The entirety of God’s Word informs us concerning what we should give.  

By studying Scripture, one can see that God has historically dealt with humankind 
according to three different legal systems.  New Testament believers live under the 
aforementioned “Master’s Law” (Matthew 22:37-40).  Most Old Testament believers 
lived by the “Mosaic Law,” which was detailed in the Pentateuch (Exodus 19:1-
Deuteronomy 34:12).  Prior to the giving of the Mosaic Law, all of humanity existed 
underneath God’s “Moral Law” (Genesis 2:2 and 4:6-7).  This initial legal system was 
based upon the Lord’s standard of right and wrong in light of His holy character.  It is 
still intact today, as it is inwardly engraved on the hearts of all humanity (Romans 2:14).  
Under both the Moral and Mosaic legal systems, man and woman were instructed to 
give at least a tenth of their income to the Lord (Genesis 14:18-20; Deuteronomy 
14:22-29; Proverbs 3:9; and Malachi 3:10).  In addition, believers are still called to fulfill 



the Moral Law (Matthew 22:40).  They just fulfill it by directing their hearts to love God 
and others (Matthew 22:37-39).  

	 If these things are true, how can believers under the Master’s Law do anything 
less than what has always been idealized by the Moral Law?  Giving ten percent of 
one’s income is simply a good place to start for those who live according the Master’s 
Royal Law of Love.  Jesus seemed to indicate as much when He affirmed that the self-
righteous religious leaders of His day were right in their devotion to tithing.  He only 
condemned them for their disregard for other important matters related to God’s Law 
(Luke 11:42).



